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Characteristics of the
Antebellum South

. Primarily agrarian.

. Economic power shifted from the
“upper South” to the “lower South.”

. "Cotton Is King!”
* 1860-> 5 mil. bales a yr.
(57% of total US exports).

. Very slow development of industrialization.
. Rudimentary financial system.

. Inadequate transportation system.



Southern Society (1850)

esall 'Slavocracy”
6,000,000 [plantation owners]

N\

The “Plain Folk"

[white yeoman farmers])

Black Freemen |— 250,000

Black Slaves
3,200,000

Total US Population = 23,000,000
[9,250,000 in the South = 40%]




Southern Population
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MOTE: Slates with no indicated percentage of Iree blacks had a very small
number, less than one percent
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(sraniteville p)extile (Co.

Founded in 1845, it was the South's first
attempt at industrialization in Richmond, VA



Southern A griculture

Miles 300
E —— ' - Sea-island
300 Short-fibe
AT ond cotton o
B cor
Tobacco
-1
. Imington ) ]
la Rock Rice
MISSISSIPPI |ALABAMA = Sugar
ontgome Charleston
OUISIAN - ) * Vs avannah £ Lumber
atchez .
TEXAS i Mobile
#‘*’ e St. Augustine @ lron & steel
. Hatstan ‘W’ «Mew Orleans i Textiles
San Antonio <
FLORIDA ® Coal
"'-.\‘-_“\.-

% Hemp




es @Ckinﬂ Cotton

on a Mssissippi Plantation

. >







nges in Cotton Production

1820

ATLANTIC

OCEAN
o8 : -~ 1 ) OHIO
o 1820 FIORIDA J ]

5 : " ‘ KANSAS TERRITORY ILLINOIS INDIANA
: / - Asews of collon grodettice v » Mk L9 -

e s Shwy digtrdetion " <

| Y008 S0t 00 pakmates 208 slavens 4 w 28 Chawte [, (’\

|| aad

1860 ™ ..

ATLANTIC
OCEAN

1860 UFIORIDA
L- A*epa of Callva polinDod ' . 21 '
\ v Shwe Snlal - + —! J
\ Y Oaae dot appreal mastes 200 shoves) ' PR TP




Qalue of Cotton Exports
As % of All US Exports

71%
32.0%
51.6% §7.5%
1800 1820 1840 1860

By 1840 cotton accounted for more than half of all U.S. Exports.
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Slaves Working
in a Sugar-Boiling House, 1823
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Slave Auction Notice, 1823

10 LIKELY and VALUABLE

SLAVES

AT AUCTUION.

On THURSDAY the 24th inst.
WE WILL SEI 3,

In front of our Office, without any kind of ( nit or reserve for cash,
AT 11 O'CLOCK,

10 A4S LIKELY NEGROES

As any ever offered in this market ; among them is a man who is a
superior Cook and House Servant, and a girl about 17 years old, a
first rate House Servant, and an excellent scamstress.

BROOKE & HUBBARD,
> i e Auctioneers.
Wednesday, July 23, 1823. /0. . ... ..o 7




[ave Auction: (Charleston, SC-1856




Slave Master
Brands

Slave muzzle




nti-Slave Pamphlet

Leeds Anfi-slavery Series No. 23.

SLAVE-BRANDING.

A 1ETTER from an officer on board the ¢ Amphitrite,” in the




Slave Accoutrements

- "’dt""ﬁﬂ- aie bl oo Tk ol ..I..:. -H-"'rr

Slave leg irons Slave tag, SC

Slave shoes
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Slave-(Qwning Population (1850)

50 or more slaves ’

20 to 49 slaves \

10t0 19
slaves

5t0 9
slaves

1 to 4 slaves
347,525 Families




Slave-(Qwning Gamilies (1850)

1,733 own 100 or more slaves

6,196 own 50-99

29,733 own 20-49

54,595 own 10-19

80,765 own 5-9

105,683 own 2-4
68,820 own 1 each




Slaves posing
in front of
their cabin on
a Southern
plantation.




Hara - Plantation Reality or

Hollywood’s (DersionQ



Real (seorgia Plantation
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A Real Mammie & Her Charge
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& he Tedger of John White

QO Matilda Selby, 9, $400.00 sold to Mr.
Covington, St. Louis, $425.00

Q.0 Brooks Selby, 19, $750.00 Left at Home -
Crazy

QO Fred McAfee, 22, $800.00 Sold to Pepidal,
Donaldsonville, $1200.00

Q.0 Howard Barnett, 25, $750.00 Ranaway. Sold
out of jail, $540.00

QO Harriett Barnett, 17, $550.00 Sold to
Davenport and Jones, Lafourche, $900.00




US Tagws Regarding Slavery

1. U. S. Constitution:
* 3/5s compromise [I.2]
* fugitive slave clause [IV.2] 1.0

* slave trade “punt” until 1808

1.1793 > Fugitive Slave Act. 2.0

2. 1850 - stronger Fugitive Slave Act.
3.0



Southern Slavery--> An AberrationQ

1780s: 1s* antislavery society created in Phila.

By 1804: slavery eliminated from last
northern state.

1807: the legal termination of the slave
trade, enforced by the Royal Navy.

1820s: newly indep. Republics of Central &
So. America declared their slaves free.

1833: slavery abolished throughout the British
Empire.

1844: slavery abolished in the Fr. colonies.

66 6 6 6 66

1861: the serfs of Russia were emancipated.






Slave Qsistcmce

1. "SAMBO" pattern of behavior used as a
charade in front of whites [the innocent,
laughing black man caricature - bulging
eyes, thick lips, big smile, etc.].

SAv, SaMp0, D00'r TOU TRINK
THIE PITCE OF FATERMELON 18 RATHER
LAReR?*

TLOLLY, Bost! DaT AR'T  tar
MO XUy




Slave QResistance

2. Refusal to work hard.
3. Isolated acts of sabotage.

4. Escape via the Underground Railroad.




Runaway Slave Ads

1200

1220 DOLLARS!
. FOR NEEROES !

undersigncd wishes to parchase a large lot of NEGROES
New Ocicans market. | will pay 81200 te SIS0 for
men, Ne. 1 young women.

in « My eifice s
~--“7M~mm' mm’ Nye m%
my Ageat can always be found.

WM. F. TALBOTT.

LEXINGTON, JULY 8 1833,

5100 REWARD!
RANAWAY

From the undersigned, living on Current

River, about twelve miles above Doniphan,
in Ripley County, Mo., on @Fed of March, 1860,

IaTr ==

X, sbout 30 years old, weighs about

160 pounds; high forehead, with a scar on it; had on brown pants and coat
very much worn, and an old black wool hat; shoers size No. 11.

The above reward will be given to any person who may apprehend this
e b vl vy Ay ¥ appeviimaied I O Bt svide of Rigey Gnanty, o 05 7 Wi & «

Kphey coumty
APOS TUCKER.




The Monkey Wrench pattern, on the left,
alerted escapees to gather up tools and
prepare to flee; the Drunkard Path
design, on the right, warned escapees not

to follow a straight route.



Slave Rebellions §) hroughout the
Americas

¢ piIria, 1831 (Nat Tumen [ peitish colonies
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1886 Cuba
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Slave Rebellions
in the Antebellum South

ablser
1800

IDENMARK
VESEY

1822




Slave Rebellions in the Antebellum South:
(Nat QYurner, 1831

The Nightmare Scenario...

HORRID MASSACRE IN VIRGINIA-

SRR ————— —— . . e 5 . —— —

-




0 he Culture of Slavery

. Black Christianity [Baptists or Methodists]:
* more emotional worship services.
* negro spirituals.

"Pidgin” or Gullah languages.

. Nuclear family with extended kin links,
where possible.

. Importance of music in their lives. [esp.
spirituals]. @ '




Southern Pro-Slavery
= Propaganda
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